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government, for parliamentary forms can be
maintained when, as the result of " made "
elections,   democracy   is  denied  its  proper
expression.    That is true of more than one
country  mentioned  in  the list just  given.
From that list Germany has been omitted.
Parliamentary government there is at a crisis,
and  resort has so frequently  been had  to
legislation by Presidential decree (reaching
its climax in December 1931) that normal
democratic institutions cannot be said to be
in full operation.    There is, moreover, the
prospect of the early accession of the National
Socialists under Herr Adolf Hitler to office.
If that happens, as it well may have before
these words are published, will that portend
the downfall of democracy in  Germany ?
It is perhaps rash to put a question to which
events may so soon provide an answer.    But
at the moment it does not seem to portend
that.    Hitlerism is sometimes referred to as
though it were merely a German form of
Fascism.    Up to the present at any rate,
Herr Hitler has taken his stand definitely on
constitutional   methods.    His   very   success
at the polls, both at the Reichstag elections
of 1930 and at the various State elections
since, provide the best of reasons why he
should make full use of machinery that has